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2/20/73 


Or. Jassos B. Rhoads, Archivist 
national Archivft@± 

WashiryMiGn, fl.C. 20408 

hear Ur. Rhoads, 

3®w medical problems diagnosed last year have reduced say capabilities still sore, 
liters is js*tch that I have sot been able to find arid file, vsfcen 1 can, however, I do 
try to file the accumulation. Today 1 found the letter Mr. 0* belli wrote rse under date 
of Joveaber 15,1977. Attached to it is Senator Schwciker’s November 19,1975 letter to 
you. It is a poor copy on which most of what was written by hand cannot be made out. 

I would appreciate a legible copy, 

I believe sofiso of sgr letters have received no response. I recall one in which I 
asked you if the oases of defectors you said you had to protect in the January 21,1964 
Warren Cosasissioa executive session transcript had not in fact been released by the CIA. 

I would appreciate it if all such old natters that are without response would not be 
responded to. 

With regard to defectors you claimed you had to protect the FBI has now joined the 
CIA in releasing records relating to the®, without withholding their names and other 
information, about then, including what could be described as of a personal nature. I 
aa sure you are aware of what the Attorney <*en©ral has held to be policy now with 
regard to the privacy execution in historic 1 cases. 

One example of those FBI releases is a Rosen to Belmont memo of 11/23/63. In it 
Bibsro Ucciardelli , Robert E. Webster and Nicholas Retrain are identified and described. 
Other FBI records indicate a search for and interviews. jfith these man immediate after 
the Warren Oossaisnion executive session of January 21. A delay of mors than two months 
in the FBI’s search for then together with that search coinciding in time with this 
Commission session strongly suggest that these are among the names you claimed you 
had to withhold and this had to withhold that transcript from me. 

lour representations with regard to Hr. Kosenko and the ‘'use 23 transcript were 
avert stronger. % was, I was told, in danger of being assassinated if anything about 
him or his whereabouts became known. 

Sow it is known that ho was interviewed by Edward J . Epstein who, by the most 
remarkable of coincidences, writes what the CIA likes to have written and in a project 
published accounts of which say it involves a half -Billion dollars an! a very large 
effort by the Readers Bigsst. Also ao doubt coincidence is the fact that the project 
director on this publishing operation is John Barron, to whom the FBI and CM leaked 
extensively for his bock RGB . That book discloses that -»r. Kosenko was interviewed by 
«r. Barron and that just about all the Russian, defectors were in cosaunication with 
Me and lie In correspondence with them. 

The claim®, need for protection seems to bo invoked selectively - not with those 
whose writing is like by those officials who withhold from me. 

Tonight's Star reports that Epstein also had access to 10,000 records classified 
secret. I'd be surprised if any one of those pages is not within my requests under FOX A 
that remain without response. 

If you have forgotten, this relates to current litigation. I would appreciate hearing 
from you about these withholdings as soon a;3 possible. If a review leads you to decide 
to release these transcripts to as now I would appreciate your phoning to let as know 
so I can arrange to give thea to the press and to sake ayseif available to respond to 
any questions about them. 


Sincerely, Harold Woisberg 



